
Wilson Family Tree - John Seeger 
Great-Grandfather 

Summary 
 
John Seeger was born on April 18, 1845. He was a 
baker and confectioner and spent most of his time in 
Hannibal, MO. He had a total of 6 children from 2 
marriages. He died in 1899 at age 54, buried in 
Riverside Cemetery in Hannibal.  
 
The pic is of him and his first wife circa 1881.  
 
Links 
 
Ancestry – links to my tree 
FIndaGrave  
 
Spellings 
 
Johannes Seeger 
Seegar, Seger, Seiger 
One source (newspaper) indicated a middle initial of I. 
Another source indicated a middle initial of W.  
 
Detail 
 
John Seeger was believed to have been born in the Kingdom of Württemberg, an independent 
country prior to Germany’s unification in 1871. The birth date on his grave marker is April 18, 
1845.  
 
Sometime between 1845 and 1870, John emigrated to the US. It is likely he came by himself, 
and after scouring immigration records and lists of arriving passengers, I could not find a match 
with his birthdate, profession, and name.  
 
In 1870, I found a John Seeger, age 24, apprenticing as a baker for George Kitzinger. Kitzinger’s 
bakery was in Columbus, Indiana, and John Seeger lived with this family. Here is the 1870 
census, and according to it, John could read and write, and both of his parents were foreign-
born.  
 

https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/174278004/person/322472904042/facts
https://www.findagrave.com/memorial/164221026/john-seeger


  
 
 
 



 
We find John next in Auglaize County, Ohio where he was 26 and married his first wife Mary 
Vosler on June 20, 1871. Vs and Fs were interchangeable in German names at that time.  
 
 

 
We’ve found quite a bit about Mary Vosler’s family in Auglaize County. Her father Christian 
Vosler was a prominent citizen, and this may be a clue to find out more about John.  
 
Possible future research: 
Auglaize County Recorder's Office  
Address: 209 S. Blackhoof St., Suite 103, Wapakoneta, OH 45895  
Phone: (419) 739-6735  
Hours: Monday–Friday, 8:00 a.m.–4:30 p.m. 
 
The first record of him in Hannibal is the 1871-72 directory. No address is listed.  
 
His daughter Anna May was born on May 28, 1872, in Hannibal. His daughter Katharina Karolina 
was born on August 1, 1873, in Hannibal, Missouri. She passed away on September 12, 1874, 
when she was 1 year old. It may have been at this time that John purchased part of the G-80 
plot in Riverside Cemetery for his family.  
 
On March 21, 1872, this mortgage was recorded. John Seeger is lending Lewis Owens $265 to 
be paid back with interest. The collateral is a property.    
 



 
 
Translation: This Deed, made and entered into this 21st day of March 1872 by and between 
Lewis W. Owens of the County of Marion, State of Missouri, party of the First Part, H. H. 



Hollaver as Trustee, party of the Second Part and John Seeger, party of the Third Part 
WITNESSETH, That the said party of the First Part in consideration of the debt and trust 
hereinafter mentioned and created , and of the sum of One Dollar, to by the said party of the 
Second Part , the receipt of which is hereby acknowledged , do by these presents , GRANT, 
BARGAIN AND SELL, CONVEY AND CONFIRM, unto the said party of the Second part, the 
following described Real Estate, and improvements therein, situate, lying and being in the 
County of MARION and State of Missouri, to wit:  
 
Addition to the City of Hannibal, according to the plat or plan of said Collins Ad - Section filed of 
record in the Recorders Office, at Palmyra Missouri, Said Lot one is founting 33 feet on Section 
Street and running back along Elm Street 130 feet. 
 
- TO HAVE AND TO HOLD the same, with the appurtenances, to the part of the second part, and 
to his successors and to his grantees and assigns forever. IN TRUST, HOWEVER, of the following 
purposes: 
 
Whereas, Lewis W. Owens, the said party of the First Part has this day made, executed and 
delivered to the said party of the Third Part his Promissory Note, of __ date herewith by which 
he promises to pay to the said John Seeger or order, for value received, $265. 
 
 to March 21st 1872 . One year after 
dall & promise to pay to John Seeger or order , two hundred and sixty five sear value 
received with interest after date at the rate of ten her & at her account resoleable and 
payable without discount or disalcation Signed Lewis W County and the party of the 
first part ovenants faithfully to keep the premises hereby conveyed , insured to the 
amount of three hundred dollars at least , in come of acct and reliable Indiana 
Coupany adore if any shall be paid to the said party of the third part , or his heirs or 
assigns to cover this incumbrance . NOW , THEREFORE , If the said party of the First 
Part or any one for shall well and truly pay off and discharge the debt and interest 
expressed in the said note , and every part thereof , when the same become due and 
payable , according to the true tenor , date and effect of said note , then this Deed shall 
be void , and the property hereinbefore conveyed . shall be released at the cost of the 
said party of the First Part . But should the said First Part I fail or refuse to pay the said 
debt , or the said interest , or any part thereof , when the same or any part thereof 
shall become due and parable , according to the true tenor , date and effect of said 
note , then the whole shall become due and payable , and this Deed shall remain in 
force , and the said party -- of the Second Part , or in case of absence , death , refusal 
to act , or disability in any wise , the ( then ) acting Sheriff of MARION County . on the 
bed clothes in my power to sell the property hereinbefore described or any part thereof 
at public MARION County , Missouri , for cash first giving days public notice of the 
time , terms and place of sale , and of the property to be sold , by advertisement in 
some newspaper printed and published in the of shall execute and deliver a Deed in 
be in fee simple of the property sold , to the purchaser or purchasers thereof , and 
receive the proceeds of said sale ; and any statement of facts or recital by the said 



Trustee , in relation to the non - payment of the money secured to be paid , the 
advertisement , sale , receipt of the money , and the execution of the Deed to the 
purchaser shall be received as prima facie evidence of such fact , and such Trustee , 
shall , out of the proceeds of said sale , pay , first , the cost and expenses of executing 
this Trust , including legal compensation to the Trustee for the services , and next shall 
apply the proceeds remaining over to the payment of said debt and interest , or so 
much thereof as remains unpaid , and the remainder , of any shall be paid to the said 
parties of the heart of And the said part of the Second Part covenants faithfully to 
perform and fulfill the trust herein created , not being hable or responsible for any 
mischance occasioned by others . 
 
Citation: 
"Marion, Missouri, United States records," images, FamilySearch (https:// 
www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-C395-G385-9?view=fullText : Sep 2, 
2026), image 113 of 658; Marion County (Missouri). Recorder of Deeds. 
Image Group Number: 008485873 
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-C395-G385-9?view=fullText  
 
In January, 1873, this court decision was documented.  John Robords, administrator of E. M. 
Draper’s estate, files a report stating that he sold land (Lot No. 2 in Out Lot No. 63 in Hannibal, 
MO) to John Seeger. This sale was originally ordered during the October 1872 court term. The 
court approves the sale and grants John Seeger a 2.5% cash discount off the purchase price 
because he paid the entire amount upfront in cash rather than using financing. 
 
 
 

https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-C395-G385-9?view=fullText


 
 
Estate of Now at this day comes John Robords E M. Draper Administrator of the Estate of E. M. 
Draper Deed ded and files a report of the sale of Lot No 2 in – Out Lot No Sixty Three in the City 
of Nannel in the County of Marion and State of Missouri to John Seeger in pursuance to an 
order of this Court made at the October term 1872 which report is said and approved by the 
Court , and it is ordered by the Court , that in consideration of the purchaser paying all cash, for 
said Lot , said Admr is hereby authorized to discount 2 ½ percent for the price paid by said Sage 
for said Lot Ordered that Court be now adjourned until tomonan Morning January 14th 1873 J 
W Hawkins 
 
Citation: 
"Marion, Missouri, United States records," images, FamilySearch (https:// 
www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3QS7-89L9-95QN?view=fullText : Sep 2, 2026), 
image 319 of 576; Missouri. County Court (Marion County). 
Image Group Number: 007631656 
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3QS7-89L9-95QN?view=fullText 
 
In 1873-74, his address and bakery were listed as 112 N Fourth. 
 
On April 6, 1875, this ran under Council Proceedings in the Hannibal Courier-Post.  
 

https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3QS7-89L9-95QN?view=fullText


 
 
His child Maria Christina was born on July 2, 1874.  
 
On December 8, 1874, John Seeger purchased real estate for $500. (deed2.pdf) This is a 
quitclaim deed meaning he has full title to the property fronting Broadway.   
 



 
 



Transcription: This I ndenture , Made on the day of December A. D. One Thousand Eight 
Hundred and Seventy four by and between Henry Frank as Benicians and H F Meyer as Trustee 
of the County of Marion and State of Myson _ _partils of the First Part , and _ _ John Seeger of 
the County of Mann and Suette of Missona party of the Second part , Witnessum , That the said 
parties of the first part , in consideration of the sum of Five Hundred 60 DOLLARS . to them paid 
by the said 
party of the Second Fart the receipt of which is hereby acknowledged , do by these 
presents , REMISE , HELEASE AND SOMESSE untried unto the said party of the 
second part , the following described lots , fract , of Parcels of land , lying being and 
situate in the County of Marion and State of Missouri , to wit : All of Lot Numbered two 
( 2 ) in Out Lot No Sixty three ( 63 ) in the City Hannibal County of Marion and State of 
Misson according to the plat of said Out Lot of record in the Office of the Recorder of 
Deeds of said Mannel County aforesaid Lot No two ( 2 ) fronts twenty five ( 25 ) 
feet on Broadway Street and runs South in parallel lines . One hundred and twenty 
three ( 128 ) feet to an Alley in said Out Lot as necessary means in an easy of Trust 
andue ( 9h of December _ _ 173 male un comision Min and with Marion _ _ _ 
aforesaid , in Deed Book 69 at Pages 575 County of TO HAVE AND TO Hold the same 
with all the rights , immunities , privileges and appurtenances thereto belonging , unto 
the said party of the Second part , and his _ _ heirs and assigns forever ; so that 
neither the said parties of the First Part , nor their _ _ _ heirs , nor any other person or 
persons , for them or in Their names behalf , shall or will hereafter claim or demand any 
right or title to the aforesaid premises , or any part thereof , but they and every of them 
shall by these presents , be excluded and forever barred .  
 
Citation: 
"Marion, Missouri, United States records," images, FamilySearch (https:// 
www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-C395-ZSV3-L?view=fullText : Sep 2, 
2026), image 388 of 668; Marion County (Missouri). Recorder of Deeds. 
Image Group Number: 008485876 
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-C395-ZSV3-L?view=fullText 
 
Daughter Maria Christina passed away on September 12, 1875. 
 

 
 
In 1875-1882~ his address and bakery were listed as 703 Broadway.  
 

https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-C395-ZSV3-L?view=fullText


In the Local Points column of the Hannibal Clipper on Saturday January 8, 1876, it looks like 
John Seeger would need to do some remodeling. 
 

 
 
On August 8, 1876, here is a deed record with John as beneficiary. (deed.pdf) and this is  
The Full Story Arc Across All the deed-type Documents 

• March 1872 (Doc 1): Lewis W. Owens takes out a $265 mortgage loan from John Seeger 
using his Hannibal lot as collateral, with L. A. Hollbauer as Trustee.  

• Jan 1873 (Doc 2): John Seeger buys a separate plot (Lot 2 in Out Lot 63) at a probate 
court auction for cash.  

• Dec 1874 (Doc 3): John Seeger pays $500 to clear off an old pre-existing mortgage lien 
on that newly purchased probate plot.  

• August 1876 (Doc 4): Lewis W. Owens finishes paying off his 1872 loan. John Seeger's 
legal assignee (Adam Theis) and the Trustee sign off on this release, leaving Lewis W. 
Owens owning his property completely free and clear!  

 
 



 
 
This Indenture, Made on the 27th day of August, A.D. 1876, by and between Adam Theis, 
assignee of John Seeger, beneficiary, and SA. Hofbauer as Trustee, of the County of Marion and 
State of Missouri, parties of the First Part, and Lewis W. Owens, of the County of Marion and 
State of Missouri, party of the Second Part,  
Witnesseth: That the said parties of the First Part, in consideration of the sum of One Dollar, to 
them paid by the said party of the Second Part, the receipt of which is hereby acknowledged, do 
by these presents, REMISE, RELEASE AND FOREVER QUIT CLAIM unto the said party of the 
Second Part, the following described Lots, Tracts, or Parcels of Land, lying, being and situate in 
the County of Marion and State of Missouri, to-wit: 
All of Lot numbered one (1) in Block numbered eleven (11) in D. W. Collins Addition to the City 
of Hannibal, according to the plat or plan of said Collins Addition filed of record in the 
Recorder's Office at Palmyra, Missouri. Said Lot One (1) is fronting Thirty Three (33) feet on 
Section Street and running along said street one hundred and thirty (130) feet. 
[Recording information] 



TO HAVE AND TO HOLD the same, with all the rights, immunities, privileges and appurtenances 
thereto belonging, unto the said party of the Second Part, and his heirs and assigns forever; so 
that neither the said parties of the First Part, nor their heirs, nor any other person or persons, 
for them or in their names or behalf, shall or will hereafter claim or demand any right or title to 
the aforesaid premises, or any part thereof, but they and every of them shall, by these presents, 
be excluded and forever barred. 
IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the said parties of the First Part have hereunto set their hands and seals 
the day and year first above written. 
[Signature:] Adam Theis, assignee of John Seeger. 
 
Citation: 
"Marion, Missouri, United States records," images, FamilySearch (https:// 
www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-C395-ZSK4-9?view=fullText : Sep 2, 
2026), image 561 of 668; Marion County (Missouri). Recorder of Deeds. 
Image Group Number: 008485876 
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-C395-ZSK4-9?view=fullText  
 
His son William H. was born in 1877. 
 
On March 22, 1878, this was in the Hannibal Daily Courier, and this is the first instance of the 
name of the bakery.  In the late 19th century in the United States, a Market House was typically 
a public marketplace building, usually owned by a city or town, where farmers, butchers, 
fishmongers, and other merchants rented stalls to sell food and other goods directly to the 
public. 
 

 
 
On May 6 and 24, 1878, we find this advertisement in the Hannibal Daily Courier. In 1879 there 
were 7 bakeries/confectioneries in Hannibal that were listed in the directories.  
 

https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-C395-ZSK4-9?view=fullText


 
 
In 1879, there are references to the new Seeger building on Broadway between Main and Third. 
It was probably his – he was the only Seeger listed in the directory.    
 
His son Henry W. was born in 1880.  
 
1880 Census – In 1880, he lived with Mary, their 3 living children and a baker helper. 
 

 
On August 22 and September 2, 1882, John ran this ad in the Hannibal Courier-Post. 
 



 
 
His wife Mary passed away on April 3, 1884, in Hannibal, Missouri, at the age of 32. Cause: 
Peritonitis secondary. 
 
Carrie Elizabeth Roth married John Seeger in Hannibal, Missouri, on June 19, 1884, when he was 
39 years old and Carrie was 23. 
 

 
 
In 1885, they moved to 722 Broadway where they had the bakery and a residence.  
 
His daughter Mary Elizabeth was born on March 15, 1885, in Hannibal, Missouri. 
 
In 1885, William apprentices as a baker, but by 1887, he is listed as a baker at 1219 Center.  
On August 6, 1891, Anna marries Henry Zimmerman. 



 

 
In the 1893-1894 Hannibal City Directory, John Loetterle is listed as a baker at 722 Broadway.  
 



 
 
So who is John Loetterle?  He operated the bakery at this time and also owned a grocery store. 
Here is a full history of the bakery in this article dated July 8, 2017.  







 
 
By 1895, John at age 50 is no longer listed as a baker in the city directories. 



 
In 1896, William marries Stella Mae "Mattie" Lyman / Haas.   
 
This was in the Hannibal Courier-Post on April 16, 1896 and the first time we see a middle initial 
(could be a typo).  
 

 
 
In 1897, Henry W, works at Duffy-Trowbridge Stove Mnfg Co and lives at 722 ½ Broadway. 
 
In 1897, Madeleine M. is born to father William, John’s first grandchild. 
 
On December 9, 1898, Josephine Bertha is born to father William, John’s second grandchild. 
William dies of tuberculosis in San Antonio, TX 2 months before John, on September 19, 1899.  
 
John Seeger died on December 13, 1899 of heart disease, when he was 54 years old. In his will, 
he gave his wife Carrie $500, his daughter Mary $1000, his 2 grandkids by William $1 each, and 
the balance to son Henry and daughter Anna. At this time or a little later, the bakery likely 
became Zimmerman Bakery.  



 
 
Last Will and Testament 28 Nov 1899 
I, John Seeger, of the City of Hannibal in the County of Marion and state of Missouri being of 
sound mind do make and publish this, very last will and testament: 
1st, I give and bequeath to the two children of my son William H. Seeger, deceased, one dollar 
each. 
2nd, I give and bequeath to my daughter Mary Seeger, who is the child by my second marriage, 
the sum of one thousand dollars, and the Piano I now have in my house. 
3rd, I give and bequeath to my wife Carrie E. Seeger, the sum of five hundred dollars, being a 
little more than she paid me after our marriage. 
4th, I give, bequeath and devise all the balance of my real and personal estate of every kind and 
nature to my son Henry W. Seeger and my daughter Annie Zimmerman (nee Seeger) to have 
and to hold to them absolutely - forever. All of which is subject to the dower of my said wife 
Carrie E. Seeger. 
And lastly, I appoint my wife and my son-in-law Henry Zimmerman as my Executrix and Executor 
of this my last Will and Testament, hereby revoking all former wills made by me. 
In testimony whereof I have herewith set my hand this 28th day of November 1899. 

 John Seeger 
 



He is buried in G-80 Riverside Cemetery, Hannibal, MO. Hi first wife and the 4 children who died 
young are also buried in G-80. This is an earlier photo.  
 

 
 
After much searching and a few mosquitoes, this is a 2026 photo.   
 

 
 
Peter Danielsons (573-795-4638) is the sexton as of 2026. As you can see above, the monument 
has completely toppled. Hannibal Monument is a possible source for repairs. Peter did not 
return my call. 
 
Stella Mae, William’s wife, died June 21, 1900 of opiate poison and is buried at Mt. Olivet. I 
believe the two kids were raised by George and Lillie E. Haas.  
 
In 1900, Carrie, Mary, and Henry lived together in Ward 2, Hannibal.  
 
Henry, John’s son, died October 19, 1902 of lung disease (conjecture: wonder if this was asthma 
made worse by flour residue growing up in a bakery?). This was in the Hannibal Courier-Post 
Tue, Oct 21, 1902 ·Page 1. 



 
 
In the Hannibal Morning Journal on November 26, 1902, this notice about Henry’s estate 
appeared: 
 

 
 
In 1906, Mary married Oscar Wilson and they all lived in Marion County, and by 1910, they had 
moved to El Reno, OK. 
 
A few notes about Zimmerman bakery 20-30 years later were found in The Story of Hannibal 
book at the Hannibal Library. I have Zimmerman’s obit if we want it here. 
 
 
 


