
Franz (Frank) Gervas Roth 
2nd Great Grandfather 

 
 
Summary 
 
Frank Gervas Roth was born in Baden, Germany in 1833. When 
he was 11, his family emigrated to the US, moved several times, 
and settled in Wisconsin, farming the land. Frank married Mary 
Katherine (Maria Catharina) Weynand in Wisconsin in 1855 
when he was 22. They lived in Madison until 1869 when Frank 
and his family moved to Hannibal.  In Hannibal, Frank went into 
the grocery business where he was very successful. He became 
“one of Hannibal’s oldest and most respected citizens according 
to the book The Mirror of Hannibal. He and Mary had 5 or 6 
children and two – William J. and Carrie E. - survived them. Frank 
died in 1926 when he was 93 years old.  
 
Per AI, this photo may be Frank Roth. This photo dates 1872-
1880, estimated age 35-45. In 1873, Frank would have been 40.  
 
Spellings 
 
Franz, Francis, Frank (but never Franklin) 
Gervas, Gervais 
 
Links 
 
Ancestry.com: https://www.ancestry.com/family-
tree/person/tree/174278004/person/322472904305/facts 
MyHeritage.com https://www.myheritage.com/profile-OYYV6DR2IEVJLPS75PBYIOW3HEMVFFQ-
2000016/frank-gervas-roth  
FamilySearch.org https://www.familysearch.org/en/tree/person/details/GBT6-HWV  
FindaGrave.com  https://www.findagrave.com/memorial/275846984/franz-gervas-roth  
 
Detailed Bio 
 
Franz Gervas Roth was born on March 23, 1833, in what is now Breisach, Freiburg, Baden-
Württemberg, Germany. In 1833 and until 1871, Baden was a sovereign state, and the formal 
name was Grand Duchy of Baden. His parents were Maria Anna Meyer, age 38, and Johann 
Baptist Roth, age 42. The family was Catholic and remained that way throughout his life. He was 
baptized when he was one day old. Here is the baptism record. 
 

https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/174278004/person/322472904305/facts
https://www.ancestry.com/family-tree/person/tree/174278004/person/322472904305/facts
https://www.myheritage.com/profile-OYYV6DR2IEVJLPS75PBYIOW3HEMVFFQ-2000016/frank-gervas-roth
https://www.myheritage.com/profile-OYYV6DR2IEVJLPS75PBYIOW3HEMVFFQ-2000016/frank-gervas-roth
https://www.familysearch.org/en/tree/person/details/GBT6-HWV
https://www.findagrave.com/memorial/275846984/franz-gervas-roth


Name Gervas Roth 

Gender Male 

Baptism Age 0 

Birth Date 23 Mär 1833 (23 Mar 1833) 

Baptism Date 24 Mär 1833 (24 Mar 1833) 

Baptism Place Katholisch, Breisach, Freiburg, Baden 

Residence Place Breisach, Baden, Germany 

Father Johann Roth 

Mother Maria Anna Meyer 

FHL Film Number 889840 
 
Frank had two older brothers: Mathaeus born 23 September 1827 who later changed his name 
to Mathew, Johann Baptist Jr. born on November 21, 1831, and an older sister Caroline born in 
1829. Three additional siblings died the same year they were born. 
 
In 1845 when Frank was 11, the entire family emigrated to the US, arriving in New York, NY on 
Aug 30, 1845. They departed from Rotterdam on a ship 
called Victor with 133 passengers. Victor may have looked 
like this: 
 
Per ChatGPT: For 1845, 133 passengers would be very 
typical on an average packet or emigrant ships with 100–
200 passengers. The Victor was likely: 

• A moderate-sized wooden sailing ship, not a 
massive packet liner 

• Possibly cargo-oriented, with passengers as a secondary function 
• Less crowded than later famine-era ships (late 1840s), which were often dangerously 

packed 
🛏🛏 Living conditions (relative) 

• Still cramped by modern standards, but not extreme overcrowding 
• Likely multiple shared berths below deck 
• Passengers would have had a bit more space than on ships carrying 300+ 

���������� Rough physical scale (very approximate) 
A ship carrying ~130 passengers might have been: 

• 100–130 feet long 
• 2 or 3 masts, square-rigged 
• Crew of perhaps 15–25 sailors 
• 35 to 55 days length of voyage, obit says 2 months, probably felt like it. 



That passenger count actually hints at a somewhat less chaotic crossing than many others of the 
era. 
 
Frank used to tell his friends stories about this voyage; it seemed to make quite an impact on 
him in his youth. Here’s the arrival record based in New York with quite a bit of citation detail.   
 
New York, U.S., Arriving Passenger and Immigration Lists, 1820-1850 
https://catalog.archives.gov/id/517414186?objectPage=696 line 65 family is line 60-65  
 

Record details 

Name Gervas Roth 

Arrival Date Aug 30, 1845 

Age 11 

Gender M (Male) 

Port of Arrival New York 

Port of Departure Rotterdam 

Place of Origin Deutschland 

Ship Victor 

Family Identification 76344 

Microfilm Serial Number M237 

Microfilm Roll Number 59 
 
Source Date 
30 August 1845 
Web Page https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-
content/view/1045372701:7488?tid=&pid=&queryid=bb97a5d5-a060-4b6f-aa88-
7233d0794d28&_phsrc=idB28676&_phstart=successSource 
Where The Record Is Found (Citation) 
The National Archives in Washington, DC; Washington, DC, USA; Passenger Lists of Vessels 
Arriving at New York, New York, 1820-1897; Microfilm Serial or NAID: M237; RG Title: Records 
of the U.S. Customs Service; RG: 36 
Describe The Record (Notes) 
Passenger manifest for the Victor arriving at New York City on 30 August 1845 Johann Roth age 
54 farmer Baden Maria Anna 50 Baden Matheus 17 Baden Carolina, 16 Baden Johann Baptist 13 
Baden Gervais 11 Baden 

https://catalog.archives.gov/id/517414186?objectPage=696
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/1045372701:7488?tid=&pid=&queryid=bb97a5d5-a060-4b6f-aa88-7233d0794d28&_phsrc=idB28676&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/1045372701:7488?tid=&pid=&queryid=bb97a5d5-a060-4b6f-aa88-7233d0794d28&_phsrc=idB28676&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestry.com/discoveryui-content/view/1045372701:7488?tid=&pid=&queryid=bb97a5d5-a060-4b6f-aa88-7233d0794d28&_phsrc=idB28676&_phstart=successSource


 

 
 



In 1845, the Roth family settled in Rome, Oneida, NY where the father Johann bought a farm.  
(per obituary).  Per Mirror of Hannibal book, they settled in Lewis County, NY, which is one 
county north. 
 
Two years later, they sold the farm and moved west to Cleveland, Cuyahoga, OH where they 
bought another farm (per obituary).   
 
On October 2, 1854, three of the brothers claimed land in Sauk County, Wisconsin by taking out 
three patents for land at the General Land Office.  They were in the name of Mathew, Francis, 
and John B.  
 
These three brothers were the first to settle these parcels which are located in the Township of 
Honey Creek, near the towns of Denzer and Leland. Today there is a nature and bird preserve 
not too far from this land.  
 
This area was home to numerous German immigrants, but most of them were Methodist, 
making this Catholic family a small minority. They likely walked a few miles to the Our Lady of 
Loretto Catholic Church every Sunday, which was founded in 1852.   
 
 



 



 



 



These three land certificates are numbered in order.   
 
By 1855, brother Mathew had married and had his first son. By 1860, that family settled in 
Madison, Dane County, Wisconsin and would complete their lives there.  I cannot find anything 
about John Baptist Roth beyond the patent. 
 
On September 3, 1855, Frank Gervas Roth married Mary Katherine Weyand in Sauk County, 
Wisconsin, when he was 22 years old. (unable to find marriage certificate) Frank and Mary had 
their first son on 27 February 1858, William Jacob Roth (Sr.) in Sauk City, Sauk County, 
Wisconsin.  
 
In 1859, the small family moved to Madison, Dane County, Wisconsin and stayed until 1869. 
They likely moved from Sauk County because it was very rural. They were also a religious 
minority – Catholic, surrounded by a Methodist majority. Plus, brother Mathew was there.  
 
Here is the deed from 1859 when they bought farmland.  
 



 
 
https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-C3QC-FBY5 
 
Carrie Elizabeth was born January 6, 1861 in Dane County.  
 
In1865, Frank bought more land. 
 

https://www.familysearch.org/ark:/61903/3:1:3Q9M-C3QC-FBY5


 
 
 
And in 1869, he sold his land in Dane County for $2,600. He may have been weary of farming, or 
there may not have been enough children to support a farm.  
 



 
 
In 1869, the family moved to Hannibal, MO at 221 Bird Street. Frank was now in the grocery 
business, and his stores were listed under F. G. Roth. He 
started his first store in Hannibal at Fourth and Palmyra and 
“almost from the first was very successful” (The Mirror of 
Hannibal). 
 
On 2 February 1871, Mary and Frank had a son Frank J.  He 
died on 2 April 1894 and we just don’t know much about him 
at all.  He is buried at St. Mary’s. (photo right) 
 
In the Mirror of Hannibal book (p. 477-478), it mentions Frank 
and Mary as having 5 children.  We only know about 3. The 
two missing children were searched for to no avail. There 
simply wasn’t much paperwork done in Wisconsin in those 
times. Cemetery records were unsuccessful as well. 



 
1. Likely the first one born 1856 died soon after. 
2. William Jacob b. 27 February 1858. 
3. Carrie Elizabeth b. 6 January 1861.  
4. Another child? 
5. Frank J. b. 2 February 1871. 

 
In 1881, Frank sold his business to W. J. Roth and retired from the grocery industry. According to 
the Mirror of Hannibal, he then got into the residential real estate business:   
 

“Appreciating the lack of tenement houses in Hannibal, he invested in 
desirable building lots, upon which he erected from time to time many 
fine tenements and residential properties. He owns to-day nearly a 
dozen pieces of real estate in Hannibal, all of which are bringing him 
in a handsome income.” 

 
From 1890-1895, Frank served as alderman on the Hannibal City Council. He represented the 
First Ward and served a full term and part of another. His constituents gave him praise and 
gratitude for his integrity and fair dealings. He was a Democrat. 
  
More from The Mirror’s profile of F. G. Roth:  
 

“Socially Mr. Roth has at all times been prominent. He was a leading member of 
the local order of the Independent Order of Odd Fellows for twenty-two years, 
and also a prominent member of the United Workmen.”  

 
By 1900, Frank moved to Ward 3, might have been 201 S. 8th Street, but I could be reading the 
census wrong. He is listed as a landlord.   
 
Frank’s wife Mary Catherine passed away on March 25, 1904, in Hannibal, Missouri, at the age 
of 71. They had been married 48 years. 
 
Frank Gervas Roth died on June 30, 1926, in Hannibal, Missouri, when he was 93 years old. At 
the time of his death, he left two children, four grandchildren, eight great-grandchildren, and 
two great-great grandchildren.  Here is his death certificate:  
 



 
And there are a couple obituaries. 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 



Ralls County Record – July 2, 1926   The Sedalia Democrat 30 June 1926. 
 

 
Here’s Frank’s and Mary’s gravesite at St. Mary’s Cemetery in Hannibal, MO: 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 



Notes:   
Samuel Clemens - Mark Twain lived in Hannibal from 1839 (age 4) to 1853 (age 18). He worked 
at age 16 setting type and writing articles for Hannibal Journal.  Frank would have been 2 years 
older than Mark Twain but just arriving in Hannibal on or before 1869 at age 36 since he 
previously lived in NY, Ohio, and Wisconsin first. 
 
Photo Analysis primarily Gemini AI 
 
Dates 1872-1885 according to 2 sources (Gemini and Ancestry Insights). 
Estimates man is 40s.  
Clothes – Gemini says middle-class, ChatGPT says poorer. Working man.  
 
Gemini when comparing WJ Roth and this unknown pic: These photos appear to show the same 
individual at different stages of life, or at the very least, two closely related family members 
(like a father and son). 
Key visual comparisons: 

• Facial Structure & Features: Both men share remarkably similar facial bone structure, 
including a prominent, straight nose bridge, high cheekbones, deep-set light eyes, and a 
distinct ear shape. 

• Hairline & Brow: The hair part (combed to the left) and the natural slope of the 
forehead and brow line match closely. 

• Grooming Differences: 
o In unk1.jpg, the man has a full, untrimmed neck-and-chin beard with a shaved 

upper lip (a style popular in the mid-to-late 19th century). 
o In wjroth.jpg, the man wears a mustache and no full beard (a style common in 

the late 19th to early 20th century). 
If wjroth.jpg refers to W.J. Roth, unk1.jpg is either W.J. Roth earlier/later in life or a direct male 
ancestor (such as his father). 
 



Gemini Dates this photo to 1872-1880: Here is the 
breakdown of the physical and visual clues supporting this 
date range: 

• Card Mount & Corners: The image format is a 
Carte de Visite (CDV) or small Cabinet Card. 
Noticeably, the card stock has rounded corners 
rather than sharp square ones. Square corners 
were standard throughout the 1860s, while 
rounded corners were introduced around 1870–
1871 to make cards easier to slip into photo 
albums without snagging. 

• Card Stock Weight & Tone: The mount is a solid 
off-white/cream heavy cardboard with a plain 
layout (no heavy printed border line surrounding 
the image), typical of early-to-mid 1870s cards. 

• Facial Hair Style: The subject wears a shenandoah 
/ chin-curtain beard (a thick chin beard paired with 
a clean-shaven upper lip). While made famous by 
Abraham Lincoln in the 1860s, this style remained 
widely popular among American men throughout 
the 1870s before giving way to prominent 
moustaches and full short-trimmed beards in the 
1880s. 

• Attire: The single-breasted suit jacket with high, short lapels over a dark vest (waistcoat) 
is standard mens fashion from the 1870s. 

o   Style: A classic single-breasted wool sack coat paired with a matching dark 
waistcoat (vest) and a collared dress shirt. 

o   Fancy Level: Modest Middle-Class Formal. The fabric is thick, durable wool 
with broad, clean tailoring typical of everyday gentleman's suiting rather than 
fine silk-trimmed high-society formal wear (like a frock coat or morning suit). 

 
Based on visual cues in the portrait, the man in unk1.jpg is approximately 35 to 45 years old. 
Here are the key factors used to estimate his age: 

• Skin Tone & Facial Lineage: He displays smooth, firm skin across his cheeks and 
forehead, with subtle crow's feet starting to form around the outer corners of his eyes 
and faint lines along the brow, typical of early middle age. 

• Hair & Beard: His hair remains thick with minimal thinning at the crown or hairline. 
While his light hair makes silver hard to spot, there is no pronounced graying around the 
temples or in his dense beard. 

• Era Context: Given that this portrait dates to roughly 1872–1880, someone aged ~40 at 
this time would have been born in the late 1830s or early 1840s (aligning well with the 
generation pictured in the subsequent photos). 

 



When comparing to Carrie: 
 
There is a strong visual case that these two individuals are father and daughter (or closely 
related male and female kin from consecutive generations). 
Shared Facial Features: 

• Eyes & Expression: Both subjects share a very distinctive eye structure—slightly wide-
set, light-colored eyes with deep sockets and a wide, open gaze. 

• Nose Structure: Their noses are almost identical in profile and angle: a high, straight 
nose bridge leading down to a sharp, well-defined tip. 

• Ear & Cheek Alignment: The placement and outer fold of their ears line up closely, as 
does the lean structure of their cheekbones. 

• Lips: Both have relatively thin, set lips with a very straight mouth line. 
Era & Timeline Alignment: 

• unk1_2.jpg (Father): Dated to roughly 1872–1880, with the man estimated to be around 
35–45 years old (born ~1835–1845). 

• crs21878-1882_2.jpg (Daughter): Dated around 1878–1882, with the young woman 
estimated to be around 18–22 years old (born ~1860–1864). 

The timeline fits seamlessly for a father-daughter relationship, where the man would have been 
in his early 20s when she was born. 
 


